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with a happy natural turn, and training it to compete with th6
author, is far from being so habitual as, for the comfort of play-
going people, were to be desired."

ee But will not a happy natural turn/' said Wilhelm, " as the
first and last requisite, of itself conduct the player like every other
artist, nay perhaps every other man, to the lofty mark he aims at ?"

" The first and the last, the beginning and the end, it may
well be; but in the middle, many things will still be wanting to
an artist, if instruction, and early instruction too, have not pre-
viously made that of Mm which he was meant to be: and perhaps
for the man of genius it is worse in this respect than for the man
possessed of only common capabilities; the one may much more
easily be misinstraeted, and be driven far more violently into false
courses, than the other."

" But,'9 said Wilhelm, " will not genius save itself, not heal
the wounds which itself has inflicted ?"

" Only to a very small extent, and with great difficulty," said
the other, " or perhaps not at all. Let no one think that he can
conquer the first impressions of his youth. If he has grown up in
enviable freedom, surrounded vdth beautiful and noble objects, in
constant intercourse with worthy men; if his masters have taught
him what he needed first to know, for comprehending more easily
what followed; if he has never learned anything which he requires
to unlearn; if his first operations have been so guided, that with-
out altering any of his habits, he can more easily produce what is
excellent in future ; then such a one will lead a purer, more per-
fect and happier life, than another man who has wasted the force
of his youth in opposition and error. A great deal is said and
written about education; yet I meet with very few who can com-
prehend, and transfer to practice, this simple yet vast idea, which
includes within itself all others connected with the subject."

" That may well be true," said Wilhelm, " for the generality
of men are limited enough in their conceptions to suppose that
every other should be fashioned by education according to the pat-
tern of themselves. Happy then are those whom fate takes charge
of, and educates according to their several natures!"

" Fate," said the other smiling, "is an excellent, but most
expensive schoolmaster. In all cases, I would rather trust to the
reason of a human tutor. Pate, for whose wisdom I entertain all
imaginable reverence, often finds in Chance, by which it works,
an instrument not over manageable. At least the latter very sel-